
 
The MOUNTAINEER  

 

Page 1 

 

 Page 1 

 

June 13, 2019  

 

THE MOUNTAINEER 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
нлмф CƻǊƳŀƭ wŜǾƛŜǿΦ   

Formal Review 2019 

Inauguration  
 
 

Volume 82, Issue 5  



 

 The MOUNTAINEER  Page 2 

 

Page 2 

 

June 13, 2019  

 

Views From Mt. Vernon 

 On Monday afternoon, the National Guard taught the 
ALMBS National Guard trainees how to properly raise and lower 
the flag. Some of the things that the trainees were taught that af-
ternoon was how to properly march to and from the flag pole, how 
the flag is to be raised and lowered, and how the secure the hal-
yard line, or rope that is used to hoist the flag. 

 During my time watching the ALMBS Guardsmen trainees, I 
was greeted by a gentleman running for political office and over-
heard conversations of the group of boys sitting off to my right. 

-Connor Forth, Monroe; Photos by Creed Kidney and Aaron 
Boggs of Barbour and Charles Perdue of Kanawha 

5ƛŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǎŀȅ ¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǘƭŜǎΚ /ŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
!ōōŜȅ wƻŀŘ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜΗ 
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5ŜŀǊ .ƻȅǎ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƛǝȊŜƴΣ 
 
Congratulations on your selection to serve as a representative of your high 
school to 2018 American Legion Mountaineer Boys State! 
Thank you for taking this important survey on talent retention and attraction. 
The West Virginia Department of Commerce is committed to attracting and 
retaining talent in our state. We are currently working on a special initiative to 
retain talent and attraction to our state, and we need your help. Please 
complete the following brief survey. No personally identifiable information will 
be collected from this survey, and your responses will be totally anonymous. 
Your answers, feedback, and honesty will all help in moving our state forward. 
You are the leaders of today, and as young people, you uniquely understand 
the opportunities that we have ahead of us as a state and society. The 
Department of Commerce and the State of West Virginia want to hear from 
you, and your responses are highly valued in informing our initiatives and 
efforts. 
Thank you for your participation, and have a wonderful week at Boys State! 

¢!Y9 ¢I9 {¦w±9¸ I9w9Υ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǝƴȅǳǊƭΦŎƻƳκȅфрнƭрǊŜ  

Yesterdayõs Answer: Towel  Winner: Christopher Martineau of Barbour 

~ Riddle of the Day ~ 

What is broken by saying its name? 

 

What is it?  

Be the first to answer at the Southeastern Learning Center for a prize! 

https://tinyurl.com/y952l5re
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{ƘŜƭƭŜȅ ²Ŝƭƭƻƴǎ aƻƻǊŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻ 

{ƘŜƭƭŜȅ ²Ŝƭƭƻƴǎ aƻƻǊŜ /ŀǇƛǘƻ όōƻǊƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ 

нсΣ мфроύ ƛǎ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛǝŎƛŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмрΦ ! 

wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘπ

ǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ-ǘŜǊƳ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴπ

ƛŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ !ǊŎƘ !ƭŦǊŜŘ 

aƻƻǊŜ WǊΦώмϐ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 

wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊπ

Ǝƛƴƛŀϥǎ нƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Řƛǎπ

ǘǊƛŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ нллм ǳƴǝƭ ƘŜǊ ŜƭŜŎπ

ǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜƴŀǘŜΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŘŜŀƴ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴπ

ƛŀϥǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ 

Supreme Court of Appeals Docket  

9:00ñHear petitions for Appeal from Circuits 1 and 5 and conduct other business  

9:20ñRecess 

9:40ñReconvene; announce decisions on Petitions for Appeal from Circuits  1 and 5, hear Petitions for Appeal 
from Circuits 2 and 4, and conduct other business 

10:00ñRecess 

10:20ñReconvene; announce decisions on Petitions for Appeal from Circuits 2 and 4, hear Petitions for Appeal 
from Circuit 3, hear oral arguments of any granted Petitions for Appeal, and conduct other business  

10:40ñRecess 

11:00ñReconvene; announce decision on Petition for Appeal from Circuit 3 and decisions from any cases heard on 
oral argument, hear oral arguments of any granted Petitions for Appeal, hear motions for admission to the bar for 
afternoon circuit court trials and swear -in circuit court judges, and conduct other business 

11:20ñRecess; write opinions and conduct other necessary business 

1:15ñObserve Circuit Court trials  

2:45ñReconvene; announce decisions from any cases heard on oral argument, and conduct other business before 
the Court  

2:55ñRecess; write opinions and conduct other necessary business 

5bwτIǳƴǘ ¢ƛƳŜǎΥ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ    фΥллŀƳ-мнΥмлǇƳ 

                     оΥпрǇƳ-рΥллǇƳ 

CǊƛŘŀȅ          оΥллǇƳ-рΥллǇƳ 

ττττττττττττττ 

/ƻǊǊŜŎǝƻƴΥ  aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ 

DƛƭƳŜǊκ/ŀƭƘƻǳƴ ŘŜŦŜŀǘŜŘ  

²ŜōǎǘŜǊκ.ŀǊōƻǳǊ 
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Athletics Collage 

Photos by Charles Perdue of Kanawha and Trey Rogers of Lewis 

.ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ 

9ƎƎǎ   

{ŀǳǎŀƎŜ ²ǊŀǇ {ǝŎƪǎκ{ȅǊǳǇ 

Iƻǘ ϧ /ƻƭŘ /ŜǊŜŀƭ 

CǊŜǎƘ CǊǳƛǘ 

hǊŀƴƎŜ WǳƛŎŜ 

aƛƭƪ 

 

[ǳƴŎƘ 

¢ŀŎƻǎ ϧ ǎƘŜƭƭǎ 

tŜŀŎƘŜǎ 

{ƻǳǊ /ǊŜŀƳ τ {ŀƭǎŀ 

/ƘŜŘŘŀǊ /ƘŜŜǎŜ 

/ƘǳǊǊƻǎ 

aƛƭƪκtǳƴŎƘκ²ŀǘŜǊ 

[ŜǧǳŎŜ 

5ƛƴƴŜǊ 

aŜŀǘ [ŀǎŀƎƴŀ 

/ƻǊƴ 

DŀǊƭƛŎ .ǊŜŀŘ 

{ŀƭŀŘκwŀƴŎƘ 

/ƘƻŎΦ /ŀƪŜ ǿκ /ƘƻŎΦ LŎƛƴƎ 

CǊŜǎƘ CǊǳƛǘ 

aƛƭƪκ¢Ŝŀκ²ŀǘŜǊ 



 

 The MOUNTAINEER  Page 6 

 

Page 6 

 

June 13, 2019  

 

Nature Shots from 
around Jacksonôs Mill 

 
άLŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ǎƪƛŜǎ Ŭƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ƧƻȅΣ ƛŦ ŀ ōƭŀŘŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘǎ Ƙŀǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜΦέ 

9ƭŜƻƴƻǊŀ 5ǳǎŜ 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ !ŀǊƻƴ .ƻƎƎǎ ƻŦ .ŀǊōƻǳǊ 
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{![9 {![9 {![9ΗΗΗ 

όŀƊŜǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘύ 

!ǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 
ŀǊŜΥ 

 ¢ƘŜ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƴƛŎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴ ŎƻǧŀƎŜ 

 ¢ƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ ŎƻǳǊǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ  

 IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ōȅ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŎƻǧŀƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ƳƛƭƭΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ 
ƘƻƳŜ 

wǳƭŜǎΥ 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƻƴƭȅ ōƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀũƻǊŘ ό¸ƻǳ 
Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ƭƻŀƴǎύΦ 

¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƭŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜǾŜƴƭȅ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ Ŝƴπ
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǎŀƭŀǊƛŜǎΦ 

.ƛŘŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ǘŀȄ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ōȅ ōƛŘπ
ŘƛƴƎ 

5ƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ōǳȅŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀǳŎǝƻƴΥ 

 ±ƛǎƛǘ ōŀƴƪ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƭƻŀƴ 

 hōǘŀƛƴ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ Ŧŀƴ  

.ƛŘ ƛƴ ŀǳŎǝƻƴ 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ 

±ƛǎƛǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŘŜŜŘ 

{ŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜΦ 
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!¦/¢Lhb twL/9{ 

 ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΥ 

¦ǎŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ ϷрΣллл 

wŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƛŎŜΥ ϷмллΣллл 

¢L/Y9¢ twL/9 Chw ²Ih[9 !w9!Υ ϷтнрΣллл 

¢ŀȄ ǇǊƛŎŜΥ ϷоΣснр 

hƭŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΥ 

¢ƻƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƴŘκƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜ  

у ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ 

tƻƴŘ 

.ƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ 

{ǘƻƴŜǿŀƭƭ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ ōƻȅƘƻƻŘ ƘƻƳŜ 

!ƭƭ ƛƴ м ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ όϷслύ 

¢L/Y9¢ twL/9 Chw 9b¢Lw9 5L{¢wL/¢Υ ϷрнрΣллл 

¢ŀȄ ǇǊƛŎŜΥ ϷнΣснр 
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Brigadier General Christopher 
S. Walker 

 

 Brig. Gen. Christopher Walker is the Assis-
tant Adjutant General and Commander of the 
West Virginia Air National Guard. The West Vir-
ginia Air National Guard has over 2,100 members 
and consists of two flying units, the 130th Airlift 
Wing in Charleston, West Virginia, and the 167th 
Airlift Wing in Martinsburg, West Virginia. As the 
Assistant Adjutant General and Commander he 
provides command and control, over all Air Na-
tional Guard forces assigned to the state and is the 

principal advisor to the Adjutant General, on all matters related to the Air National 
Guard. 

YŜƴǘ [ŜƻƴƘŀǊŘǘ 

YŜƴǘ [ŜƻƴƘŀǊŘǘ όōƻǊƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нΣ мфрпύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ƻŦ !Ǝπ
ǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмсΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻŶŎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмтΦ IŜ 
ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ tŀǊǘȅΦ  

[ŜƻƴƘŀǊŘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŀ оул-ŀŎǊŜ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ aƻƴƻƴƎŀƭƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ 
²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ IŜ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ŎŀǧƭŜΣ Ǝƻŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀȅΦ IŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ {ǘŀǘŜ 
{ŜƴŀǘŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
ŀǎ ŀ ƭƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘ Ŏƻƭƻπ
ƴŜƭΦ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ 
ƛƴ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ
ƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛπ
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴ a.! ŦǊƻƳ 
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The Sports Report  

Article by: Zach Roush, Harrison 

Upshur/Harrison vs. Braxton  

Street-Style Basketball Meets the Athletics of Boys State 

 

 With the Golden State Warriors and the Toronto 
Raptors in the heat of the NBA Finals, the young men of 
Mountaineer Boys State displayed their own brand of ath-
leticism in a friendly basketball game. The citizens of 
Upshur Cottage and Harrison Cottage teamed against 

those of Braxton Cottage; all involved showed great initia-
tive, athleticism, and sportsmanship. Eventually, only one 
team could carry the bragging rights of calling themselves 

the victor. 

 The team of Upshur/Harrison began the game 
strong, exhibiting a great amount of speed and offensive 
coordination. After an initial three-point start, Upshur/
Harrison hit the ground running, with Braxton unable to 
muster an offense. After seven possessions, the Braxton 
team missed ten consecutive shots. The quarter did not 
end pointless for Braxton, however, as the score at the end 
of the first quarter was 7-3, in favor of Upshur/Harrison. 

 The odds seemed to turn in the favor of Braxton 
at the beginning of the second quarter, as Upshur/Harrison 
made multiple opening errors. While their defense seemed 
affective, the offense quickly began to digress compared 
to the first quarter. The tides shifted between the teams, as 
Braxtonôs offense began running smoothly, while Upshur/
Harrison began to miss multiple shots. Braxton ended the 
first half gaining three points against their opponents, 

making the score 8-6, still in the favor of Upshur/Harrison. 

 After a one minute break, the game continued 
with Braxton immediately taking the lead away from 
Upshur/Harrison. The game noticeably became more 
physical, with both teams playing aggressive and with a 
more ñstreet-ballò style of defense. Before Braxton pulled 
away with the lead, Upshur/Harrison tied up the score, but 
went on to amass a total of seven missed shots in a single 
possession. Upshur/Harrison eventually found success and 
took the lead from Braxton. Both teams began a full-court 
press, with the score being tied by the end of the third 

quarter. 

 The final quarter began with a stalemate, as both 
teams went without scoring, showing powerful defensive 
skill. Braxtonôs final five players were all towering above 
the Upshur/Harrison squad. Upshur/Harrison used their 
smaller stature to their advantage, as they stayed light and 
quick on their feet. With two minutes remaining, the game 
was tied fifteen apiece; intensity pouring from both teams. 
Upshur/Harrison was able to drive in and score in the  
final fifteen seconds of the game, thwarting the Braxton 
offense, and securing the victory in the process. The final 
score tallied 16-15, resting in the favor of Upshur/

Harrison.  

 

Owen Hayes Kanawha 

The Debate 

  Last night, multiple debates between all candidates for 
the General Election took place.  This began with the Com-
missioner of Agriculture candidates, which included Garrett 
Davis and Sam Crower.  They were each asked a question 
about a policy their party supported and were asked how they 
would accomplish these policies being put into place.  The 
question for the Federalists dealt with their stance on legaliz-
ing marijuana while also dealing with the opioid crisis.  The 
question for the Nationalists dealt with their stance on the pop-
ulation based infrastructure throughout the state.   

 Next, the candidates for Attorney General were 
brought up, which included Devin Price and Jake Headley.  
The Federalist candidate was asked about how he would advo-
cate for the legalization of marijuana and the Nationalist can-
didate was asked about how he would advocate for his partyôs 
stance on lobbyists.  The Treasurer candidates were Mike 
Duong and Farris Fathallah.  Mike Duong was asked about 
how  he could support the change to renewable resources 
while phasing out West Virginiaôs biggest resource, coal.  
Fathallah was asked about how  he would meet the demand for 
financial literacy classes with so few  teachers and students 
interested in the course.  After this, the debate moved to the 
Auditor candidates, Luke Ochsenbein  and  Dylan Martinez.  
Ochsenbein was asked how he would create financial process-
es in order to make the legalization of marijuana successful.  
Then,  Martinez was asked about how he would support his 
partyôs policies on lobbyists and stop fraud and  inappropriate 
use of lobbying.  Secretary of State candidates, Carson Bates 
and Zack Slie, were asked about how they could support re-
newable resources while slowly phasing out nonrenewable 
resources and how they would get citizens more engaged in 
voting and the election process.  Citizens from both parties 
gave their support and respect to each party and  applause was 
given at every possible second. 

 The final candidates in the debate were Carson Winkie 
from the Federalist party and Alessandro Cava from the Na-
tionalist party.  They were both candidates for Governor and 
were each asked three questions about their parties policies 
and how they would work to support them. Everyone joined in 
for the singing of Country Roads after the debates had ended. 
After that, the candidates gave their closing statements and 
citizens were dismissed to vote in the General Election for 
city, county, and state offices.  

¢ŀƭŜƴǘ {Ƙƻǿ !ǳŘƛǝƻƴ ¢ƛƳŜǎΥ сΥмр ǘƻ тΥол 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ IŀƭƭΦ 
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hŶŎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅ 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅΥ /ƻǊŜȅ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜΥ [ǳƪŜ YƻǇǇ 

EDITORIAL: WOULD TAXING MARIJUANA REALLY WORK AS 
WELL AS BELIEVED? 

 

 Recently throughout Boys State, the discussion of the legalization and taxation of recrea-
tional use marijuana has been prominent amongst conversations. It started primarily with the plat-
form of the Federalist Party, which relied heavily on the idea of working together to ensure that the 
purchase of legalized marijuana will be taxed to help increase funds for the education system. 
Even though I am a Nationalist, I stand firmly for this proposi-
tion. I personally would not participate in the action of smoking 
marijuana, however, I believe that even though the help would be 
intense, one should ask if the legalization of marijuana would 
work as well as believed as a source of funds for education. 

 First, one must consider the amount of people that smoke 
marijuana currently. According to the Marist College Institute for 
Public Opinion, 52 percent of Adult Americans have smoked 
Marijuana. And when one takes into consideration the possible 
increase of use that would be caused by legalization, the amount 
of economic growth would be intense. 

 The question is though, would this work as well for taxes 
as it would be for the economy? People of Boys State have been 
vocal against taxes, and it makes one wonder if anyone would 
actually pay these potential taxes. That is why the Nationalist 
partyôs proposition to reallocate funds to aid different organiza-
tions would work well for the education system, more so than the 
taxation of legal marijuana. 

 With that, I want to remind all readers that people cannot 
just assume that taxing a popular item within a state that is vocal-
ly against paying taxes will help a cause. Thank you. 

-Garret Cummings, Randolph 
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Take Down  

Campaign Posters 

 As you all know, 
the Boys State elections 
are all over now, and I 
would like extend a 
congratulations to all of 
the newly elected Boys 
State officials. Howev-
er, there are some post-
campaign processes that 
need to be done. One of 
the more pressing pro-
cesses for everyone that 
has campaigned for any 
office is the needed ac-
tion of taking down all 
campaign posters. 

 These posters need 
to be taken down main-
ly for the benefit of any 
Citizen of Boys State 
that has campaigned us-
ing posters. This is be-
cause the Boys State 
Law Enforcement will 
begin issuing tickets for 
any remaining posters 
around the camp. Yes, 
you read that correctly, 
if you have any remain-
ing campaign posters 
around camp, you will 
be issued a ticket, so do 
yourself a favor and 
take down any of your 
campaign posters that 

are still up. 

 Another reason to 
take down these posters 
is to tidy up the camp 
for when we leave at the 
end of the week. This 
camp site is used for 
other camps as well and 
we need to leave it clean 
not only for the next 
camp, but because we 
are Boys State Citizens 
which means we are 
considerate and respect-
ful to our counselors, 
advisors, and hosting 
camp site. Of course, 
there is also the redun-
dancy of having cam-
paign posters up for an 
election that is already 
over. 

 If you know that 
you have any campaign 
posters still up, you are 
advised to go and take 
them down. If you seen 
any campaign posters 
up that arenôt yours, you 
can go ahead and take 
them down as well. By 
the end of the day on 
Friday, June 14th, all 
campaign posters 
should be down.  

 

Nathaniel Beer, Lewis  

RUMOR: CITIZEN OF PANHANDLE 
TURNING OFF AIR CONDITIONERS 

IN CABINS 

 It has been reported that a rumor 
is being spread of a citizen of Panhan-
dle going into cabins and turning off 
air conditioner units. 

 According to the rumor, citizens 
of Braxton took notice to the lack of 
cold air within their cabin. Once this 
was noticed, a citizen opened a text 
message from a citizen of Panhandle, 
saying, ñAre you guys hot?ò This led to 
the citizens of Braxton to believe that a 
citizen (or more) of Panhandle per-
formed this terrible action against 
Braxton. 

 I reached out to a citizen of 
Monroe for a statement. ñMonroe 
could have been affected by the AC 
Change.ò 

 A reporter for the paper re-
ceived a statement from two citizens of 
Panhandle. ñWe should not rule out 
any other cottage just yet.ò ñThe accus-
ing cabin should be suspected.ò 

 Boys State Broadcasting Pro-
ducer and Braxton Athletic Director 
Elijah Smith commented on the rumor 
saying, ñWe have no doubt in our mind 
that Panhandle is behind this Conun-
drum.ò 

 Citizens should remember this is 
just a rumor, so it could possibly not be 
true. However, all citizens should keep 
an eye on their air conditioners. 

     ñWe have no doubt in our mind that 
Panhandle is behind this Conundrum.ò 

 -Garret Cummings, Randolph 
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Rhonda Best Department President (2018-2019) 

 
     Our Department Theme this year is ñMending Fences While Building 
New Bridges To Better Serve and Support Our Veteransò.  Our Member-
ship Theme is ñEnhancing and Strengthening Our Membership Through 
Teamwork, Good Communication, and Our Missionò. We will continue 
be build upon Knowledge and Experience handed down throughout the 
years from previous Department Presidents as well as bring in Creativi-
ty, Extended Knowledge, and Experience through Our Newly Installed 
Department and District Officers and Department Chairmen. 
 
     My Special Project for this year is ñThe Honor Flight Programò. This 
is an awesome program which is free for Our Veterans. 
I am looking forward to a Wonderful, Exciting, and fun year. I hope to 
see many of you at our Workshop September 7th & 8th. 
God Bless and Be Safe 

A Friendly Reminder 

 Starting today, all Boys State laws will be strongly enforced. If you happened to not 
know that, consider this as a friendly reminder to educate yourself on the Boys State laws be-
cause you donôt want to find yourself  on the wrong end of a ticket or facing jail time. 

 The majority of these laws that you will need to make sure you are following are the 
Boys State traffic laws. These include laws about speeding, passing vehicles, reckless driving, 
stop signs, distracted driving , driving under the influence, turning, parking, driverôs licenses, 
vehicle registration vehicle inspection, and proof of insurance. These traffic laws will be mon-
itored and enforced by law enforcement and corrections personnel. You can receive your 
Driverôs License, Registration, and from the DMV.  

 Although these traffic laws are important and abundant, they are not the only Boys 
State laws that you need to know about and follow. Many Citizens will be required to have ei-
ther a valid Hunting License, or Fishing License, or both, which you can get from the DNR. If 
you are planning on swimming or being in a body of water for whatever reason you also need 
to have a valid watercraft/boat registration, and will need to follow the laws associated with 
operating a watercraft/boat. There are also laws on littering, protected species, and playing 
tennis in the rain.  

 All of these laws will be enforced, so you want to make sure you educate yourself about 
these laws and follow them to avoid a ticket, jail time, or any other punishment. For further 
details on every single Boys State law refer to pages 47-53 of your Boys State manual.  

 

Nathaniel Beer, Lewis  
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CƛǊŜ CƛƎƘǘŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 


